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A Brief History of Wood Badge 

 

 The cover is a postcard of Baden-Powell blowing the Kudu horn, which 

remains a symbol used in the Wood Badge courses to this day. Wood Badge 

adult leadership courses began in England at Gilwell Park on July 25, 1919. 

Since then, it has spread round the world. 

 The most recognized symbol of this is the Wood Badge beads worn on a 

lanyard around the neck. The name evolved from the badge of wood that 

designated those that completed the course. The originals were from a necklace 

that Baden-Powell got from a chieftain in South Africa during his military 

service there. Two beads is for completion of the Wood Badge program, three 

beads for serving on staff, four beads for serving as Scoutmaster on a course 

(which is the last staff service allowed for a leader), and five beads for the head 

of the Wood Badge program at Gilwell. Other symbols are the axe in the log, the 

McClarin tartan on the neckerchief (he donated Gilwell park to the Scouts, the 

woggle used as the neckerchief slide, and the kudu horn. 

 One other symbol which may be more apparent at home than all the 

others is the patrol the person was in during the course. While each course may 

not have a full complement of patrols, they are Beaver, Bobwhite, Eagle, Fox, 

Owl, Bear, Buffalo, and Antelope. After Wood Badge many of the attendees are 

affected by tendency toward collecting their patrol critter. 

 Wood Badge was introduced into the U.S. May 12-20, 1936, a nine day 

“Rover Wood Badge” course following strictly the English syllabus down to the 

meals served. It wasn’t ideally suited for the American environment, and so the 

first Wood Badge course redone for the American approach was held July 31-

August 8, 1948. William Hillcourt (or better known as Green Bar Bill) was the 

Scoutmaster for this course. The second Wood Badge course was held October 

2-10, 1948 at Philmont.  

 Originally, Wood Badge was administered nationwide by the Volunteer 

Training Service at the national office. Since the fall of 1974, each of the six BSA 

regions has handled Wood Badge at their level. Thus, the Cherokee Area 

Council began to have training courses as soon as it was allowed at the council 

level. It is interesting to see that the initial course held in May of 1974 was prior 

to the general approval of council courses, so this initial course was possibly a 

trial course to see how this would work at the council level.  
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Walking Wood Badge Course No. 1 Staff, Philmont, July 17-24, 1976 

Row 1: Bruce Barnes, C/C, Jerry O. Young, C/C/, Carl Nelson, C/C/, David G. Bailey, C/C, 

David E. Fab, C/C, Jack Callaway, C/C, Ralph W. Clement, C/C. 

Row 2: Elbert W. Bennett, QM, Karl Koerner, ASM, Forrest M. Muire, SPL, Glenn A. Fowler, 

SM, Clovis A. Hansen, ASM, Harry A. Warrkk, AWM, Barney Seely, CK, Oley F. Hedrick, ASPL. 

 

There have been number of different approaches tried such as Cub Wood 

Badge, Walking Wood Badge, Canoe Wood Badge, and Rafting Wood Badge. 

Shown in the picture above is the staff of the first walking Wood Badge course 

which was held at Philmont in 1976. Our current District Executive David Bailey 

was a Coach Counselor for this course. Walking Wood Badge was conducted for 

about 10 years on the trails at Philmont during 1970-80's.  Classrooms were on 

the trail and at different outpost camps as the Troop back packed through the 

mountains.  Everything that was needed for the course was carried by staff or 

participants.  Trail food was eaten, campfires and flag ceremonies were held at 

a different camp site each day.  A feast and closing ceremonies were conducted 

at Zastro Camp.  Staff and participants needed to be in good physical condition 

before arriving at Philmont. 

 The first Wood Badge course conducted in the Cherokee Area Council was 

held in 1974 at Camp McClintock. The Scoutmaster for this course was John 

(Jack) Downie. The course number was SC-21, and Joe Long was a member of 

the Bobwhite patrol with the coach counselor being Rudie Janzen. They were 

both at the Wood Badge reunion in 2002 and brought the Bobwhite patrol flag 

with member’s names, totems, etc. The Wood Badge at this time was one week 
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long without a break. The “SC” course number abbreviation stood for South 

Central Region. 

 

 

Pioneering Project by Eagle Patrol, SC-100 (see p. 14 for Scouter names) 

 

The second course was SC-100 in the spring of 1977 at Camp 

McClintock. Jack Downie was the Scoutmaster for the course. The initial courses 

were heavily oriented for outdoor skills. An overnight camp out in the woods by 

patrol was done the one night of the course.  

Barry Sonnenfeld was contacted and remembered SC-100 which he 

attended at age 18. Not only did he well remember the course, but he 

remembered his Bobwhite patrol song which he sang over the phone. He 

mentioned that the Bobwhites were the singing patrol and sang everywhere 

they went. They entertained the troop at times by providing choral music and 

were effectively the SC-100 choir. A notable event was that women attended 

Wood Badge in Oklahoma for the first time. There were two women in 

attendance at the course: Carole Keck and EdnaMae Howard. Even though 

EdnaMae was seriously ill, she completed her Wood Badge ticket and was 

awarded her beads posthumously. 

 


