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In 1907, just ten years after Bartlesville was founded and the same year Oklahoma became a state, 

the Boy Scout program began in England with an experimental camp on Brownsea Island, off the 

southern coast. In 1909, less than two years after the founding by Baden-Powell, a priest who was 

familiar with the Scouting program came to Pawhuska, Oklahoma and founded the first documented 

fully uniformed Boy Scout troop in America. The person who brought this was Rev. John Forbes 

Mitchell, and he came to serve at the St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Pawhuska. The local 

Bartlesville paper recorded a visit by this troop to Johnstone Park in 1911, noting that they hiked 

from Pawhuska to Bartlesville to show the Scouting program to the local youth.  

The First Troop formed in Pawhuska, Oklahoma in 1909  

The show obviously made an impact as in 1912, Troop 1 was founded at First Christian Church, 

becoming the first Boy Scout troop in Bartlesville. One of the members of this troop was Ed 

McClintock, whose father was the first Council President of the Cherokee Area Council.  The early 

adult leaders for this troop included some key people in the community life . The troop got a charter 



through the BSA after it formed on December 16, 1910. More on the history of this troop is 

provided in the Jan/Feb 1991 issue of Scouting magazine. 

Another very early troop was formed in Vinita by James P. Fitch in 1910. He became the first 

Region 9 Executive and served in that capacity for 26 years.  There is also information that a troop 

was formed in 1909 in Vinita by the Presbyterian minister Pershing. 

Initially the councils were city councils, and these appeared throughout the area that became the 

Cherokee Area Council of 2010. Early city councils included Pawhuska, Bartlesville , Nowata, and 

Vinita. Each began numbering troops with Troop 1, so as these various city councils merged the 

troop numbers were changed to have unique troop numbers within the council. The counc il that 

began as the Bartlesville became a First Class Council on January 8, 1920 and eventually grew to 

include Craig, Delaware, Nowata, Osage, Ottawa, and Washington Counties.  The councils run by 

volunteers were referred to as Second Class Councils and those who grew to hire a professional 

Scout Executive were referred to as First Class Councils. In 1925 that name of the council was 

changed to the Cherokee Council and in 1936 it became the Cherokee Area Council.  The current 

council office if located in Ba rtlesville at 520 South Quapaw.  

The first council camp was held in June of 1913 at Sand Creek falls, which today is still a ctive as 

the council camp.  Camp McClintock was named in honor of the first president of the Bartlesville 

council, H. H. McClintock, who served in that capacity for 17 years. This record has only been 

exceeded once, by Philip R. Phillips who served in the capacity of Council President for 20 years.  

Five Council camps have been used by Cherokee Area Council.  In chronological order of opening, 

these are Camp McClintock, Camp George Potter, Cave Springs Camp, Camp Cobban and Camp 

Cherokee. Camp McClintock is the council camp today, with Camp Cherokee having s erved as the 

primary council camp from the 1950s until 2007. 

The Scouting program was a program whose time had come,  and between 1910 and 1920, troops 

began to form across the area. By 1920 Bartlesville had 10 Boy Scout Troops as follows:  

Troop 1 – First Christian Church* 

Troop 2 - First Methodist Church* 

Troop 3 – First Presbyterian Church* 

Troop 4 - Epworth Methodist Church 

Troop 5 – St. John Catholic Church* 

Troop 6 – Church of God Sunday School  

Troop 7 – Episcopal Church 

Troop 8 – “Colored Troop” with Scoutmaster William Allen (active into the 1950s)  

Troop 9 –  

Troop 10 – Sea Scout Ship (only Sea Scout unit in Oklahoma at the time)  

* - Still active today through the same chartering organization 

It is encouraging to see that African-Americans were included here, as well as American Indians, 

since this was unusual for that time and place. This growth of interest in Scouting during the 1910's 

caused the local Scouting Committee to consider becoming a formal first class council, which meant 



that they had progressed to the point of hiring a professional Scouter. George G. Watson was 

asked to be the first Council Executive and H. H. “Ed” McClintock was the first Council President.  

 

Early photograph of Bartlesville Troop 1 with drum and bugle corps  

Not only had Scouting grown in northeast Oklahoma, it had grown rapidly throughout the world.  

Baden-Powell decided to have a World Jamboree gathering of Scouts in England in 1920. The son of 

the Bartlesville Morning Examiner newspaper owner, Malcolm W. ("Pete") Welty attended as one of 

350 Scouts representing the United States.  He had helped his mother operate the newspaper 

during World War I while his father and brothers were overseas, and had acquired writing skills 

unusual for his age.  He kept a diary of the Jamboree, which has been published in book form and is 

available through the Bartlesville Scout office. This book records his friendship with another Scout 

in Troop 1, Philip R. Phillips and their adventures as cowboys at Phil’s Uncle Waite's Hawkeye Ranch 

in northeastern New Mexico, which later became Philmont Scout Ranch. 

H.A. "Pop" Brewer was originally a Scout in Illinois. As an adult in the YMCA program, he came to 

Bartlesville in 1921, and started a troop at the First Baptist Church, becoming the first 

Scoutmaster of the troop. He continued active in supporting Scouting in the area. After his wife's 


