Legend of the Lenni Lenape


Many moons ago in the valley of the Delaware, lived the Lenni Lenape tribe.  They had many seasons of peace.  A time came however, when neighboring tribes invaded their traditional hunting grounds and attacked this peaceful people.  At this time Chief Chingachgook spoke to his braves and asked for volunteers to take word of this invasion to their fellow brothers, the Delaware.  Only the chief's son, Uncas, was willing to go on this journey.  So they went forth, the chief and his son, and in each village there were a few braves willing to fight for the cause of the Delaware.  In time, the invaders were driven away and peace returned to the valley of the Delaware.  Chief Chingachgook bound these braves together in a Brotherhood, reserved for those who think first of others, even though their own interests and advancements may suffer.  In this, are the origins of the Order of the Arrow, Wimachtendienk, Wingolauchsik, Witahemui - The Brotherhood of Cheerful Service.
History of the Order of the Arrow


The Order of the Arrow was founded by E. Urner Goodman and cofounder by Dr. Carrol Edson.  These two men directed the summer camp of Treasure Island located near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  They saw a need for recognition of those Scouts who best exemplified the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives.  Using the legend of the Lenni Lenape (Delaware) Indians, Goodman and Edson developed the idea for a brotherhood which did not elect its own members, but instead inducted those elected by their fellow Scouts.  So, in 1915 in the valley that was home to the Delaware, a selected group of Scouts were banded together in a rebirth of the brotherhood created by Chief Chingachgook.


In 1921 the Order had expanded over many portions of the country and these lodges came together and formed the National Lodge.  In 1934, the OA was adopted by the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) as an integral part of the Scout Camping Program.  In 1948 the National Executive Board of the BSA approved the complete integration of the OA into the Scouting program.  This brought the Order under direct administrative supervision of the BSA.


The first Ordeal Ceremony held by Washita Lodge #288 was in February of 1946.  It was chartered in the previous year.  Mr. Bill Nelson was the organizer and Charles “Pappy” Alexander was elected as the first Lodge Chief.

Membership in the Order of the Arrow


You were chosen to become a member of the Order of the Arrow (OA) because your fellow Scouts felt you exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in your everyday life.  Once elected, you underwent an Ordeal.  By passing the tests of the Ordeal, you have proven yourself worthy of becoming an Ordeal Member of Washita Lodge #288.  You may wear your sash, a red arrow on white cloth, to all OA functions and formal Scouting events.  Wear your sash over your right shoulder (typically under the epaulet), pointing upward, and never on your belt or any other way! Now that you are a part of our Brotherhood, your troop will expect you to be an example in leadership and cheerful service. You must be determined not to let them down!

After ten months of service in the Order, you are eligible for Brotherhood membership, provided that you are still active in Scouting and in the Lodge.  This is the sealing of your membership in the Order of the Arrow. Gaining Brotherhood membership is easy.  First, you must study and know the material on pages 51 to 53 in your OA Handbook.  In these requirements, you must write a letter to the Lodge Secretary explaining the following:



1.  What you think the Obligation means.



2.  How you have been fulfilling the Obligation in your everyday life.



3.  Your specific plans for giving service in the Lodge program.


At each Conclave, there will be a study group to assist you with your pursuit of the Brotherhood membership.  The information needed for Brotherhood will be covered at this meeting.


The Vigil honor is conferred by a Vigil selection committee, with the approval of the National Committee, on those Brotherhood members who have shown exceptional and unselfish service to Scouting or the Order of the Arrow.
Traditions and Symbols of Washita Lodge


The totem of Washita Lodge is the bison.  A symbol of our Lodge is a pair of eagle claws worn on a lanyard around the neck.  The claws of an Ordeal member point inward, signifying his desire to look within himself and improve himself, while learning about the Order. The Brotherhood member wears his claws pointing outward, symbolizing his duty to others in cheerful service. Vigil Honor members may affix a Vigil Honor pin onto the center of their claws, and/or suspend an arrow or bison beneath the claws. Claws are worn only at lodge or OA events. The claws are never to be traded or sold, as they symbolize our Lodge’s unique customs, traditions, and history.

Painting of Claws

Another symbol of our Lodge is the painting of our claws, recognizing Brotherhood members who have been honored through elevation.  The identifying colors are as follows:

Fire Builder/Drummer




Red

Runner





Yellow

Keeper of the Sacred Bundles/Headdress

Green

Medicine Man





White

Tribal Council Member



Gold

Colors should be painted in bands one-eighth to one-quarter of an inch wide. These bands should be painted so that the current elevation level adorns the tip of the claws, with previous levels proceeding up the claws.  The base of the claws may be painted or covered for individual decoration.
Elevation


Honor by elevation is conferred upon Brotherhood members who have demonstrated admirable devotion in their duties to the lodge or their unit, and are ready for more responsibility on the Lodge. The requirements to be elevated are as follows:

(1) Your BSA and lodge dues must be current.

(2) You must have attended, or be attending the third sanctioned OA event since your last elevation (Sanctioned events include all Lodge, Section, and National sponsored functions).
(3) Two Arrowmen must nominate you at a meeting of the Tribal Council, citing the specific reason or actions that distinguishes you from the majority of Arrowmen. The TC will then vote whether to approve the elevation.
(4) To be elevated to Keeper you must be 16 years of age. To be elevated to Medicine Man, you must be 21 years of age.

Order and Responsibilities of the Elevations

The order of elevations and the responsibilities of those positions are as follows:

FIrebuilder/Drummer
Firebuilders are responsible for the building of all fire lays at camp and conclaves. Drummers are responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the Lodge drum(s).

Runner
Runners are responsible for the upkeep of the ceremonial rings.

Keeper
Keepers of the Sacred Bundles are responsible for all lodge equipment and the orientation of new members. Keepers of the Sacred Headdress are responsible for the repair and readiness of the ceremonial headdress, and should possess the knowledge to keep them repaired.

Medicine Man
Medicine Men serve in an advisory position and are ex-officio members of the Tribal Council.

Coup Beads


Washita Lodge also utilizes coup beads to recognize achievements and accomplishments of its members.  These beads are worn on the same lanyard as the eagle claws and may be worn in any desired order by those who have earned them.  The coup beads and their respective meanings are:

	Black Disk
	OA member, 1 year
	Black Round
	5 Eagle/Arrow of Light Ceremonies

	White Disk
	OA member, 3 years
	Violet Round
	Call-Out - Principle characters

	Red Disk
	Dance Team, 1 year
	White Round
	Pre-Ordeal ceremonial part

	Red Round
	Summer Camp, 1 year
	
	

	Yellow Round
	Summer Camp, 3 years
	Blue Cube
	Allowat Sakima (non Pre-Ordeal)

	Yellow Disk
	Summer camp staff, 1 year **
	Orange Cube
	Kitchkinet (non Pre-Ordeal)

	Blue Disk
	Summer camp staff, 3 years **
	Red Cube
	Meteu (non Pre-Ordeal)

	
	
	Yellow Cube
	Nutiket (non Pre-Ordeal)

	Red Tube
	Lodge Chief
	
	

	Blue Tube
	Lodge Vice Chief
	Green Round
	Elangomat

	Yellow Tube
	Lodge Treasurer
	White Cube
	Chans (Brotherhood Hike Tutor)

	Green Tube
	Lodge Secretaries
	Violet Tube
	Sachem (Adult Advisor)

	Orange Tube
	Chapter Chief
	Violet Cube
	Past Sachem (Past Adult Advisor)

	Orange Round 
	Chapter Vice-Chief
	
	

	Blue Round
	Chapter Secretary
	Green Disk
	Any National training *

	Green Cube
	Tribal Council member
	Clear Disk
	Eagle Scout

	Tan Round
	OA Troop Representative
	Silver Round
	Arrowman of the Year

	Orange Disk
	Section Officer or CVC
	Gold Round
	Distinguished Service Award


*   Any National Training (includes NJLTC, NLS, Wood Badge)

**  Includes Pinetree NJLTC staff
Activities of Washita Lodge


Washita Lodge has four major events a year.  These are Spring Fellowship, Section conclave, Fall Fellowship, and LLDC/Winter Banquet. In addition to these events, there are also national events such as the National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC) every two years, and National Leadership Seminar (NLS) held every year in the Southern Region.


At least four times per year, the Lodge publishes a newsletter called the Washita Warrior.  An electronic version of the newsletter is available on the Council’s website; www.cherokeescouter.org

The Lodge is divided into two chapters, which runs its own program concurrent with the Lodge. Lodge committees are responsible for organizing the activities for the year.  These committees can include ceremonies, publications, service, finance, program, unit support and others. Lodge administration is outlines in the Lodge By-Laws, The Order of the Arrow Handbook, and the Order of the Arrow Guide for Officers and Advisors.


We hope you will become an active member in the Order of the Arrow and that we will see you again… seeking to seal your membership in the Order through the Brotherhood.

